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scope. In that opinion we share. There is a thorough index, 
the purpose of which is to afford cross citations from one code or 
law to others. 

Mr. Kerr's recent addition to legal literature will find favor in 
the eyes of those for whom the author planned his volume. The 
work is an excellent example of what a handbook should be. 

S. B. L. 

A Manual of Medical Jurisprudence. By Marshall D. Ewell, 
M.D., LL.D. Second edition. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. 

The subject of medical jurisprudence is one of growing im- 
portance, and today there is scarcely any branch of the law where 
a knowledge of it is not likely to prove valuable. Especially is 
this true in regard to the criminal law, and there are many in- 
stances on record where counsel's knowledge of pathology, 
toxicology, or physiology has altered the entire aspect of a case. 

Francis L. Wellman in his delectable book, The Art of Cross- 
Examination, has devoted a chapter to the proper treatment of 
medical experts, and he records many amusing incidents where 
physicians have been trapped by the shrewdness and knowledge 
of counsel. 

It is coming to be appreciated by the young lawyer that a 
proper knowledge of medical jurisprudence is indispensable. 
Courses upon the subject are being installed in our leading law 
schools and text-books are being devoted to it. 

Quite the most valuable of these books which has come to our 
attention is the second edition of Prof. Ewell's Manual. One of 
the reasons for this, of course, is the fact that the author has 
been both a student of law and medicine, and approaches the 
subject from the standpoint of both sciences and with that full- 
ness of knowledge which his opportunities have given him. 

It is the well founded belief of the author as expressed in the 
preface, that: "The attorney, to whom is entrusted the trial of 
a case involving an important question of medical jurisprudence, 
who has a good knowledge of the leading facts and principles of 
medicine and of their application to medical jurisprudence, pos- 
sesses an immense advantage over his adversary who is not pos- 
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sessed of such knowledge ; and no amount of preliminary 'cram- 
ming' will supply the place of previous general knowledge of the 
whole subject. It is the deliberate judgment of the author, that 
no man can be said to be prepared for every emergency which 
may arise in the practice of either law or medicine without a 
very considerable acquaintance with the science of medical juris- 
prudence." 

The great value of the present work is that it gives just the 
principles required. It is a small volume of less than four hun- 
dred pages of text, and is easily read but remarkably compre- 
hensive. There is not a topic in the whole range of medical 
jurisprudence which is not touched upon in such a way as to give 
the reader a fairly good idea of that topic and a working basis 
if he should be called upon to investigate further. 

In addition to being valuable as a book of reference, it would 
seem to fill exactly the long felt want for an appropriate text- 
book on this important subject in our law schools. 

The book should meet ready favor. C. K. W. 



